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Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am delighted to be here with you today to honor my friend Bill Buchman and his splendid art and to
salute Gallerihuset for bringing this fine art to the Copenhagen public.
Today is in fact a dual celebration. We are paying homage to the magnificent talent of Bill Buchman.
His fine and colorful compositions cannot fail to bring joy and delight to all who come face to face with
them. But at the same time this exhibition represents much more.
For as an American living in Denmark, Bill brings to Europe the rich legacy of American artistic
excellence inherent in all the new movements that were born across the Atlantic – Pop Art, Op Art,
Action Painting, and so on. He brings to Copenhagen the buzz and vibrancy of the great galleries in New
York, Chicago and Los Angeles that supported this revolution. And he brings to us echoes of the fertile
debates and deliberations from so many American art journals. Such is the importance of this exhibit and
the talent it represents.
All this makes Bill's work a splendid example of what I call "Design Diplomacy" -- a dialogue between
our two countries on the role of the arts in the larger context of civil society and international relations.
For I believe the arts, as conveyors of moral strength, tolerance and resilience, can play an even greater
role in the shared purpose and commitment that bind our communities. And because of that, I have made
"Design Diplomacy" an integral part of the activities of the American Embassy.
As you go around this exhibition, I urge you to look beneath the surface of Bill's art. The aesthetics at
work are powerful and moving because they convey a vision of life and a sense of purpose yet they also
please the eye.
A good artist is innovative, daring, thought provoking and challenging. He is also constructive,
systematic and practical. Could those qualities not be employed outside of the studio? Of course they
could. Artists and designers help us look at things from a fresh perspective and many of them have great
leadership qualities to offer. Introducing Design Diplomacy is one way of reminding ourselves not to be
paralyzed by the prevailing political parameters and the predominant mindset of power players, but to
take a fresh look at the way we work and structure our lives. After all, the arts are about quality of life.
Please join me in experiencing this wonderful show and in expressing appreciation to Bill Buchman and
Gallerihuset who made it possible.
Thank you.

